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F o r t h c o m i n g   B r a n c h  E v e n t s 

Spring Lamb 
Competition 

The first event of the 
year,  our Spring 
Lamb Competition, is 
b e i n g  h e l d  i n 
Ballymoney Livestock 
Mart on Monday 25th 
April.  The judging 
will take place at 
11am and the auction 
will start at 12 Noon.   
There will be one 

class for a pen of three 
lambs sired by a 
pedigree Suffolk ram.  
For this to be a 
successful event for 
the Suffolk breed, we 
need the support of all 
members, not just a 
few ind ividuals .  
Please encourage as 
many pedigree and  
commercial farmers as 
possible  to enter 

l a m b s  f o r  t h e 
competition. 
Our sponsors are 
Janssen Animal Health , 
David Millar Choice 
C u t s  B u t c h e r 
Ballymoney and DG’s 
Fashions Garvagh. 
Collection of lambs can 
be arranged with—Ivan 
Porter or  Wesley 
Cousins.  For further 
details contact the 
secretary  

Stock judging at 
Balmoral show 

In previous years this 
competition was for 
young Suffolk members 
up to 26 years old. 
This year the competition 
will be open to everyone 
attending the show.  
There will be three 
classes— 
18 years old and under 
19 to 25 years and  
26 years and over.   

 
This is the first round of 
the competition, with the 
second round being held 
in Dungannon Farmers’ 
Mart on Thursday evening 
9th  June.  The overall 
winners in the first two 
c l a s s e s  o f  b o t h 
competitions will each 
receive a Northern Ireland 
Branch trophy.  
We are grateful to our   
sponsors  John Thompson 

 
& Sons and Ivan Porter 
who are sponsoring the 
Balmoral competition and 
Janssen Animal Health and 
Crystalyx who are our 
sponsors for Dungannon. 
We would encourage 
everyone to enter for these 
competitions, entry forms 
are available from the 
secretary or on show day. 

New Tagging arrangements 
All ewes in your flock should have the new tags, and any lambs that are being sold need them also.  You 
are allowed to put your own details on the back of the new tag, e.g. your pedigree flock No. You are 
advised not to order more tags than you need this year.      Please remember you still have to tattoo your 
sheep for the Society with the year letter and your Flock Number. 
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Branch Championships 
Our Northern Ireland Branch 
Championships are this year 
being held at Omagh Show 
on Saturday 2nd July.  Our 
sponsors Northern Bank and 
Pfizer Animal Health have 
given us very generous 
sponsorship for this event.  
The judge will be Robert 
Fleming who runs the 
‘Boreland’ flock. 

Summer Shows 
The five points shows this 
ye a r  a r e — B a l mo r a l , 
Ballymena, Ballymoney, 
Omagh and Castlewellan. 
 

Male & Female of the Year, 
Champions & Reserve 
Champions—There will be 
no monetary prizes for 
these competitions this year. 

Pair of Lambs—sponsored 
by Crystalyx, prizes 
awarded to first three 
placed overall, in the five 
shows. 

Show Team—sponsored by 
McCaughan Animal Health. 

Premier Show and Sale Saturday 30th July 2005 Ballymoney Livestock Mart 
Judge—John Christie                         Sponsor—Ulster Bank 

Carcase Competition 
We do hope to run this 
competition in early June, 
but as yet we are unable to 
confirm a date. 

Ram Fertility 
Guarantee 

Members selling rams at 
Branch sales should note 
that the ram fertility  
guarantee applies to any 
ram being sold at a sale 
which is run under the 
auspices of the Northern 
Ireland Branch. This 
guarantee was approved by 
council. 

COUNCIL 
Council are encouraging 
members to use the signet 
recording programme this 
year, and so the 2% levy 
which is taken off at Society 
sales (e.g.Premier sale 
Ballymoney) will be waived 
if you record your flock. 
 
Suffolk Judges are to be 
encouraged to pay more 
attention to carcases when 
judging. 
 
We must try not to talk about 
’ b r e e d e r s ’ r a ms  a nd 
’commercial’ rams.  All rams 
should have the traits suitable 
for commercial breeding, as 
this is who we are depending 
on, and breeding for.  

Congratulations ... 
to our Branch member J H 
Stewart on being elected 
President of the Suffolk 
Sheep Society.  It is a great 
honour for Harry and for 
the Branch, and we must 
give him our support 
throughout his term in 
office. 

 Death 
It is with regret that we 
record the death of our 
Branch President Wilson 
McCracken who run the 
Braehead flock.  Wilson 
served the Society for 
many years and his 
expertise will be sadly 
missed.  We extend our 
sympathy to the family 
circle. 

Chairperson: Mr Wesley Cousins 
Vice Chairperson: Dr Caroline Bryson 

Website 
It would be good to see some 
Northern Ireland flock 
websites on  our Branch 
website. The cost is £25 and 
if you want further details 
please contact the secretary. 

Flock Competition 
We are planning to run a 
flock competition this year 
during the month of June. 
There will be two classes  - 
Class 1—up to 30 ewes 
Class 2—31 ewes and over 
We have an excellent  prize 
fund worth £600 and we 
would encourage  a l l 
breeders to consider entering 
for the competition.  All 
sheep should be shown in 
their natural breeding 
condition.  
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